DAILY BREAD
LECTIONARY DEVOTIONS
EASTER 2 —YEAR A
INVOCATION

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: In the name of the Father
and of the Son +
and of the Holy Spirit.

L: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took
away their fears with your word of peace. Come to us
also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our
fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding
presence; for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

G: Amen
PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 16
A: I will walk in the presence of the Lord,
in the land of the living.
L: Keep me safe, O God,
G: for in you I take refuge.
L: I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
G: apart from you I have no good thing.”
L: I have set the LORD always before me.
G: Because he is at my right hand, I will not
be shaken.
L: My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
G: My body also will rest secure,
L: because you will not abandon me to the grave,
G: nor will you let your Holy One see decay.
L: You have made known to me the path of life;
G: You will fill me with joy in your presence.
A: I will walk in the presence of the Lord,
in the land of the living.

READING & MEDITATION

see next page

PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
VERSE OF THE DAY
A: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is
risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.
(John 20:29b)
BENEDICTION
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
A: Amen

Devotional material taken from Jonathan E. Schroeder, Year A. Jonathan E. Schroeder, ed., Planning Christian
Worship (WELS Commission on Worship, 2010). Visit www.BreadForBeggars.com for more resources.

READING AND MEDITATION:

FIRST LESSON: ACTS 2:14A, 22-32

Second Sunday of Easter: In the face of doubt,
Christ gives us proof and peace. To the doubting
disciples, he gave certain proof that led to certain
peace. Through his Word and sacraments, Jesus
gives the same proof to all people of all time. “Peace
be with you,” said our Lord. Then he sent his people
forth with this message of peace based on the proof
of his resurrection.

Jesus told Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.” However, Jesus had
good reason to let the disciples see him with their
own eyes: they were to be his witnesses. When Peter
stood before the crowds on Pentecost, we see the
purpose for all the resurrection appearances of
Jesus. He showed himself to them; he ate and drank
with them; he let them touch his flesh and bones; he
showed them his holy wounds. Jesus let them see
and touch because they weren’t just looking for
themselves. No, these eleven would be the witnesses
of the bodily resurrection of Christ for all ages.
Through the eyes of these eleven men, God gives his
Church the gift of proof and the gift of peace.

As you study this week, seek to find the
connecting theme in all the lessons by using
Luther’s Four Big Barber Questions to
ponder and discuss each individual reading:
1.

What is God saying to me in this lesson?

2. For what does this lesson lead me to give
thanks?
3. What sins does this lesson lead me to confess?
4. For what does this lesson lead me to pray?
THE GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31
Peace was one thing the disciples did not have. They
had questions, concerns, and doubts. But they had
no peace that Easter evening as they huddled behind
locked doors. Jesus was dead—killed on a Roman
cross— and now fear held them in its icy grip. They
lacked more than peace of mind; the disciples also
lacked any peace of spirit. Shame hung heavy on
their shoulders. Grief and guilt weighed down their
hearts. They had great doubts about their Lord, their
lives, their salvation. But then Jesus came! In the
face of all their doubts he offered proof that he was
alive and sin was dead. Jesus showed them his nailmarked hands and riven side. These holy wounds are
the proof positive that God is at peace with us.
Thomas could be the poster child for our existential
culture. No matter how many times the others told
him about the resurrection, he set himself against
them all. Thomas required more evidence. He must
see him with his own eyes; he must touch the
wounds—more than that, he must thrust his hand
into Jesus’ side (cf. the coarseness of the Greek).
Unless he got the evidence that he demanded, he
would in no way ever believe it. What grace we see in
Jesus! He comes again and repeats Thomas’
objections nearly word for word. Again, he gives the
ultimate proof that he was alive, and sin was dead.
Jesus gave the proof that led to peace for Thomas,
peace that could only be found in his Lord and his
God.
My takeaways:

My takeaways:

SECOND LESSON: 1 PETER 1:3-9
What brings more doubt into our lives than grief or
sorrow? “Why did this happen to me?” “How could
God let my loved one die?” “When will this sickness
stop?” Grief and sorrow raise doubts about God’s
love and God’s plan for our lives. Peter points us to
the resurrection as proof of the living hope we have
regardless of our outward circumstances. We may
doubt when we face trials, but the trials themselves
prove the genuineness of our faith. Faith clings to a
Savior we have not seen, but love. And this unseen
Savior gives us the inexpressible joy of proof and
peace even in the face of doubt.
My takeaways:

SUPPLEMENTAL FIRST LESSON:
ACTS 10:34A, 36, 39-43
The Gentile believers to whom Peter spoke had never
seen the risen Lord. But Peter had; Peter had
watched Jesus eat and drink; Peter had touched and
felt his risen body. God had made his disciples both
apostles and witnesses of the resurrection so that
they could provide proof for the Gentiles. They were
sent to give this proof and proclaim Christ’s peace to
these new Christians who fulfilled Jesus’ promise to
Thomas: they had not seen, but yet they believed.
My takeaways:

What major theme(s) connect(s) all the
lessons?
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