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DAILY BREAD  
LECTIONARY DEVOTIONS 

CHRIST THE KING —YEAR A  
 
 

INVOCATION 

L:  In the name of the Father  

and of the Son + 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

G: Amen 

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 47 

A: Let the people praise you, O God.  
Let all the people praise you. 

L:  Clap your hands, all you nations; 

G: shout to God with cries of joy. 

L:  How awesome is the LORD Most High, 

G: the great King over all the earth! 

L:  God reigns over the nations; 

G: God is seated on his holy throne. 

L:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

G: the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

L:  Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

G: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

L:  For God is the King of all the earth; 

G: sing to him a psalm of praise. 

A: Let the people praise you, O God.  
Let all the people praise you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have 
broken the power of the evil one. Fill our hearts with 
joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when 
every creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you 
King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending 
praise and glory; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

READING & MEDITATION              see next page 

PRAYER  

LORD’S PRAYER 

A: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
     Give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
     For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

VERSE OF THE DAY           

A: I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
(Revelation 22:13) 

BENEDICTION 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  
and the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 

A: Amen 
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READING AND MEDITATION: 

Last Sunday of End Time—Christ the King: 
Lord, keep us joyful in Christ our King! On this last 
Sunday of the Church Year, we rejoice in the 
fulfillment of God’s plan for our salvation through 
Christ our King. And we rejoice because our Christ 
our King reigns—the king who once came as a 
sacrifice; the king who still shepherds us day by day; 
the king who one day will conquer all our enemies. 
Rejoice in his reign and look forward to the day 
when every knee will bow with us before the king of 
kings and lord of Lords! 

As you study this week, seek to find the 
connecting theme in all the lessons by using 
Luther’s Four Big Barber Questions to 
ponder and discuss each individual reading: 

1. What is God saying to me in this lesson? 

2. For what does this lesson lead me to give 
thanks?  

3. What sins does this lesson lead me to confess? 

4. For what does this lesson lead me to pray? 

 

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 27:27-31 

Joyful? How can this make us rejoice? The scene 
would seem like bad satire if not for its sad reality. 
Petty little men in a tiny little fortress bully the One 
who created light from darkness and divided land 
from sea. He deserved the finest crown, but look 
what Man gave! He deserved the noblest scepter, but 
look what Man handed him! He deserved the 
sincerest devotion, but look what man offered! He 
came to that which was his own, but his own did not 
receive him. The King of heaven came to earth, and 
look at what Man gave him! He could have swept 
them all away; he could have condemned us like he 
had the fallen angels. Man deserved nothing more—
but look at what He gave! He gave his holiness for 
our sin and his death for our life. This scene is joyful 
because we know how it ends. The picture of our 
King wearing a crown of thorns is not tragic, but 
rather it is full of grace. We have a King in Christ 
who left his heavenly throne and regnavit a ligno 
crucis (“reigned from the wood of the cross”, Justin 
Martyr; Augustine). Rejoice in Christ the King who 
came as our sacrifice! 

My takeaways: 

 

 

 
 

FIRST LESSON: EZEKIEL 34:11-16, 23, 24 

Since the time of David, Israel had called her kings 
“shepherds.” The men who followed in David’s line, 
however, did not shepherd Israel in the paths of 
God. So God made a promise: the Sovereign LORD 
would shepherd his people. Notice the first person 
pronouns in this lesson—we rejoice because we have 
a King who acts on behalf of his people, like a 
shepherd for sheep. God says, “I will guide them; I 
will guard them; I will seek them; I will find them.” 
Most importantly, God promised to raise up King 
David’s greater Son to be the prince of his people 
and their Good Shepherd. Rejoice in the Christ the 
King who shepherds his flock day by day! 

My takeaways: 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-28 

If the story of Christ ended on Good Friday, there 
could be no joy at all. Had Christ not been raised, we 
should be pitied more than all men, as Paul says in 
the verse immediately preceding this lesson. But the 
story didn’t end on Friday—a whole new chapter 
started on Easter Sunday morning! Christ has 
indeed been raised, and that means he is the 
firstfruits of the dead. When the Israelites brought 
the firstfruit offering to the Lord, they confessed that 
the whole harvest belonged to God, and they rejoiced 
at the greater harvest that was coming. Through the 
resurrection of Jesus, God promised that a field full 
of souls will follow the Firstfruits from death to life. 
Until then, Christ will reign as king until the Great 
Day comes when he reverses everything Adam 
ruined and destroys every enemy that stands against 
the Church. Then our joy will be complete, and God 
will be all in all. Rejoice in Christ the King who will 
conquer all our enemies! 

My takeaways: 

 

 

 

 

What major theme(s) connect(s) all the 
lessons? 


